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News and Views From around the Park 
 
Welcome to the second edition of the Friends of 
Alexandra Park newsletter, keeping you 
informed of events that have taken place and 
others to be held in the future. 
 
This and other editions will also bring you up to 
date with the progress of the Heritage Lottery 
Fund bid to renovate the Park, which is still 
ongoing. 
 
Anyway, on with the news and gossip.  If you 
like what you read and see, then please come 
along and become a positive working member 
of the F.A.P, the more people who get involved, 
the more events we can hold in your park!!!! 
 

 
The Great Easter Egg Hunt 

 
On Saturday 2nd April 2005, we held our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt. 
 

 
 
This year the idea was to go around the park 
testing out the new orienteering course that our 
fabulous Park Warden, Nick, has completed. 
 

 Wooden stakes have been placed around the 
park, and on each one a number has been 
carved along with a symbol underneath the 
number. 
 

    
 
The idea of the orienteering course is that 
people walk around the park finding each 
numbered post, and then filling in the 
corresponding symbol on a map supplied by 
Nick… 
 

 
 

… This gives the participants the 
opportunity of getting to know the layout of 
the park, and getting exercise while looking 
for the posts. 
 



 
 

 
 
The maps were also provided so everyone could 
see exactly were they were going around the 
park.  The total time taken to complete the 
course is a good half an hour depending upon 
how fast you walk! 
 

 
 

 
 

The walk over, everyone who returned with a 
fully completed and correct form, (and no one 
failed!!!!) was allowed to chose an Easter Egg 
from a selection of eggs out of the Easter Bunny 
Van. 

 
 

 Some really hard thought went into deciding 
what to choose, I can tell you!!!! 
 

 
 

… But everyone left with happy chocolaty 
grins on their faces… 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
… Even the littl‘uns enjoyed themselves and 
we even needed the sun factor cream 
because of the fine weather. 
 

 



Many thanks to Steve Hailes (Park Manager), 
Nick Murrey (Park Warden), Ria for providing 
lunch, and all the help and assistance from the 
members of F.A.P. 
 

Direction Signs 
 

You may have noticed the sudden appearance of 
signposts that have popped up around the Park.  
This is all part of a master plan concerning the 
National Cycle Route which runs right across 
the city and consequently through the centre of 
our Park. 

         
 
 

Five-A-Side Posts 
 

Following specific requests from some young 
park users, the Park Manager has arranged for 
temporary goal posts to be erected on the site of 
the sunken bowling green for five-a-side 
football. 
 

 
 

These have proved to be far more popular than 
this photograph would suggest. 
 

100 Days Clean Up Campaign 
 

On Saturday 14th May 2005 volunteers and 
Friends group members descended upon the 
park.  The weather could not have been better, 
bright sunshine and not a cloud in the sky to 
dampen all our enthusiasm for the tasks ahead.  
With wellies, gloves and machetes we set about 
taming our more unruly areas with the 
assistance of the 100 Days Clean Up Campaign 
arranged by the City Council and our liaison 

 
person Sue Langford (Publicity & 
Communications Officer Environmental 
Services). 

 
 

Sue provided us with all the equipment that 
we needed and having been around the park 
with Steve and Nick ( to complete a risk 
assessment) it was decided that the most 
able bodied members would work on what 
had once been the rockery for Alexandra 
Park… 
 

 
 

 
 

… This area had become completely 
overgrown and was known for rather shady 
goings on.  By opening it up and creating 
vistas we hope that this will discourage 
anything unsavoury.  The area was also 
cleaned of litter. 
 



While all this frivolity was taking place… 
 

 
 

… Sue sent more helpers (parents and toddlers) 
off into the park with plastic bags and litter 
pickers to collect rubbish… 
 

 
 
Back at the ranch!!! We had the assistance of 
the ‘Clean Team’ and their chipper…… 
                                                  

   
 
….wow...  what a piece of machinery….up to 
6’’ thick branches shredded with no problem by 
the professionals.  All the chips were collected 
on the back of the ‘Clean Team’ truck… 
 

 

 
Three truck loads were collected …… 
 

 
 

 
 

… and then taken to the collection point 
ready for re-distribution around the park, all 
very eco-friendly. 
 
Lunch was provided by Sue, and boy… 
were we ready for it…. 
 

 
 

  …then it was 
back to work.  Nick was in his element 
scrabbling around in the undergrowth….. 
 



… and with one last big push we completed the 
task for the day. 
 

 
 

 
 

  Also we cleaned out the overflow to the lake 
and by the end of this a few of us were ready for 
a very well deserved rest… 
 

 
 

… though I do think Rachel got the short straw! 
 
Once again many many thanks to Sue, Steve, 
Nick, the ‘Clean Team’ and all the volunteers 
for their sterling effort in what turned out to be a 
very rewarding and hard working day.  How 
about another one soon ??? 
 

 

 
 

Heritage Lottery Fund Update 
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As you are all aware the Heritage Lottery 
Fund has shown a great interest in our park 
and a bid has been put together for the 
regeneration and the ‘Putting back to it’s 
Victorian Splendour’ of the first purpose 
built public park in Manchester. 
 
Here is our regular update from our liaison 
person in this venture, Steve North 
(Development Officer, Manchester Leisure) 
 
‘The work on the bid is progressing, the 
focus still being on the strategy for the 
buildings, and how they can contribute to 
the future use of the Park by the community.  
Another two elements of the bid, the draft 
Conservation Management Plan and the 
Audience Development Plan, are at an 
advanced stage, and now need only the 
outcome of the work on the buildings to fall 
into place so they all complement each 
other. 
 
Some work has been carried out at the 
Chorlton Lodge to prevent further damage 
to the building by pigeons, 
 

 
 

and in the near future building work to 
secure Chorlton Lodge and the café part of 



Spring Time In  
Alexandra Park 

 
See what you have all missed by not coming 
into our park, enjoy and come and see it for 
real…………. 
 

 
 

On a sunny day even the tropical come out to 
play…. 
 

 
 

… and this years blossom is spectacular all 
around the park…. 
                                      

        
 
We even have two swans adding grace and style 
to our lake. 
 

 
 

Beehive Lodge (near the lake) from further 
damage by the weather will be carried out’. 
 

 
 
Thank you Steve. 
More Updates will appear in future issues. 
The blue bells this year have glowed in the 
woodland sections of the Park……….. 
 

 
 

 
 

… and once again the main promenade 
avenue bursts into life to form it’s cathedral 
canopy of green above us …. 
 

 
 

… the lake becomes a magic scene good 
enough for Tchaikovsky to write a ballet 
about ! 



… and once again the cycle starts over… 
 

 
 
… so… here’s to summer… lets have a hot one! 
 
 

Events Calendar 
 

Health Walks    -     Every Wednesday at 
1.30pm and 2.30pm. Organised by Nick Murray, 
to meet at the Alexandra/Claremont Road 
entrance. 
 
5k Sundays        -     Fun run organised by 
Manchester FrontRunners, to be held every first 
Sunday of the month at 11.00am.  The first one 
will take place on Sunday 3rd July, to meet at the 
Alexandra/Claremont Road entrance. 
Also runs are organised for Wednesday 
evenings in the Park from 7.00pm. 
 
Ali Park Clean Up - Litter picking, shrubbery 
clear out, general tidy up.  Saturday 16th July, 
10.00am till 2.00pm. 
 
Manchester Carnival    -     22-24th July 
 
Alexandra Park Carnival  -  13-14th August 
 
Teddy Bears Picnic    -      Sunday 21st August, 
For young and old, everyone bring your 
favourite Teddy Bear and a picnic.  
Entertainment and fun for adults as well as 
children.  Main field 2.00pm 
 
Ali Park Clean Up      -     Saturday 8th October, 
(to be confirmed) 
 

 
 

Contact Details 
 

Park Office 
 

Nick Murray (Park Warden) 0161 232 8627 
 
Steve Hails (Park Manager) 0161 226 3117 
 
Park Security                        0161 224 4237 

 
Central Area Parks Manager 

 
Graham Wightman               0161 224 2902 
 

Friends of Alexandra Park 
 

Phil Trafford (Chair )           0161 226 7525 
 
Jenni Day (Secretary)           0161 862 9060 
 

Manchester FrontRunners 
 

Anna                                    07709000436 
 
Tony                                     07966 143123 
 

Greater Manchester Police 
 
Central Switchboard              0161 872 5050 
 
Crimestoppers                         0800 555 111 
 
Minicom (text phone users)   0161 872 6633 
 
If you have enjoyed reading this newsletter 
and are interested in any of the events, then 
please come along to the park and find out 
what it is really like.  Friends of Alexandra 
Park meetings are held the last Tuesday of 
every month at the Park Office.  If you have 
an event that you want to publicise in our 
newsletter then please contact myself for 
inclusion in the next letter. 



 
All the best and enjoy your park. 
 

Phil Trafford 
(Chair)  Friends of Alexandra Park 
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